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Good afternoon everybody, welcome and thank you for joining 

us here, in response to Madiba’s wish to see everybody making 

a difference in one way or another, in the lives of all South 

Africans.   

 

I acknowledge the Principal and teachers of Ratau Primary 

School, as well as the SGB and SMT members, all staff members 

and learners, as well as all officials of our Department present 

here.   

I also would like to  acknowledge the presence of the 

representatives from our sponsor, Coca-Cola Africa Foundation, 

trough whose patronage Coca-Cola South Africa has managed to 

reach out to more than  300 children  at Ratau Primary School 

during the past two years, and enabled them to have access to 

clean drinking water.  



 
 

 

 

Through this patronage Ladies and Gentlemen, sanitation has 

also been improved by the installation of improved water 

infrastructure.  

 

This patronage is typical of what Madiba has been propagating 

since his release from prison.  He wants us as the people of 

South Africa to care for each other and  to care for our 

institutions including schools, clinics, hospitals, community 

centres such our old-age homes, orphanages, child care  and 

community rehabilitation centres, to mention just a few.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, why is the Mandela Day so important 

internationally? The answer is that on 12 July 2005 UNESCO 

designated Nelson Mandela as Goodwill Ambassador for his 

fight against racial discrimination, his dedication to equality 

among the people, education and democracy.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

This was followed in November 2009, by the United Nations 

General Assembly’s adoption of the resolution A/RES/64/13, 

which declared 18 July as “The Nelson Mandela International 

Day for Freedom, justice and democracy”, in recognition of 

Madiba’s contribution to the culture of peace and Freedom. This 

resolution recognizes Nelson Mandela’s values. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are here this afternoon, basically to 

respond to Madiba’s values. He requests us to make a difference 

in one way or another to our communities.  

 

Therefore, as part of the Madiba Day, work is being done 

throughout the province at various community centres, 

especially at those  schools  which  we identified to be in need 

for   cleaning,  painting and other beautification work.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Among others, Madiba expects us to do the most basic things 

such as getting involved in community upliftment initiatives such 

as caring for the  needy whenever possible, getting involved in 

youth development initiatives, getting involved in the fight 

against the scourge of HIV/AIDS, the fight against poverty and 

underdevelopment, as well as striving for the attainment of 

peace, stability and prosperity for our society.  

 

Speaking on the 90
th

 birthday of the late Walter Sisulu, on 18 

May 2002   Madiba said:  

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 

what difference we have made to the lives of others that will 

determine the significance of the life we lead. This is why we 

should all sacrifice 67 minutes of our time doing something for 

others”.   

 

 



 
 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as the Free State Department of 

Education we highly regard the personality of Madiba and today 

we honour our pledge to reach out to communities and do work 

for community upliftment. 

 

As part of the celebration of this icon and what he stands for, let 

us take action, inspire change and make everyday a Mandela 

Day.  

 

As we start our work here today, we start by wishing Madiba a 

“Happy Birth Day”, and pray God to bless him with more days of 

good health and Happiness!  

 

Thank you!  

 


